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English Science 
Our first Science topic for year 4 will 
Animals including humans. Children 
will be learning about the human diges-
tive system and how food is transported 
around the body.  
 
Children will also investigate teeth and 
what causes decay.  During lessons they 
will identify the different types of teeth 
in humans and their simple functions. 
Pupils will discuss the differences, simi-
larities or changes related to simple sci-
entific ideas and processes by compar-
ing human and animal teeth.  
 
The children will compare the diets of 
herbivores, carnivores and omnivores 
and create food chains and webs.  

Maths 

    This term the children will  
follow the National Curriculum 
for maths. The main emphasis 
for the first half term is place 
value, ordering and rounding 
and working with  
numbers up to 10,000.         
We will also consolidate our        
understanding of the                   
relationship between addition 
and subtraction, doubling 
and finding patterns. There will 
also be plenty of revision of the 
mental methods of the four 
rules of number. 
The children will be checking 
their answers by using inverse 
operations e.g. subtracting to 
check addition and multiplying 
to check division work.  
As the term goes on children 
will also be working with                
statistics, and revising mental 
and written methods of              
multiplication and division. In 
the topic of measures, they will 
be expected to know how to 
measure and use units of 
length, weight, capacity money 
and time and apply this when            
solving “real life” problems.  

 
 
 

 

 

Times tables 
By the end of year 4, chil-
dren will require to sit a 
times tables test. This is 
statutory and must be com-
pleted by all year 4 children 
in the country. Please 
make sure you are encour-
aging your children to learn 
their times tables. 

Our second topic is Electricity. The 
children will learn the health and 
safety rules needed when using it. 
We will look at how we use      elec-
tricity and what life would be like 
without it e.g. how many              
appliances are there at home or 
around the school that rely on                 
electricity?   
 
The children will make a light bulb 
work using a battery and wire. We 
will investigate the structure of elec-
trical circuits and test them, by 
changing the number of bulbs or the 
length of the wires. These will be 
recorded through the use of symbols 
to represent the items in the circuit.   

In English lessons, our first text 
will be Masha and the Firebird. 
We will be exploring the language 
used in traditional stories and us-
ing descriptive language. We will 
try to use techniques for building 
suspense and also writing our 
own diary entries. The next book 
will be called ‘Tar beach’  by 
Faith Ringgold which explores 
themes of freedom. Children will 
be recreating the text in script for-
mat and using drama and role 
play to bring their stories to life.  

After the half term break, we will 
explore the story of Rama and Sita 
during World Faith Week.  One of 
our key texts  next half term will be, 
Until I Met Dudley. We will look at 
paragraphing and non-fiction writ-
ing including explanation texts. 

Reading and Spelling 
Please can you help support your 
child with daily reading and also 
their weekly spellings. Reading 
diaries should be signed daily. 
 
Visits to the local library are 
strongly encouraged as this is a 
really important age for inspiring 
reading for pleasure.  



 

History 

This term, children will be learning 
about life in Britain after the Ro-
man withdrawal and deepening 
their understanding about why it 
took place. Children will learn 
about Anglo-Saxon and Viking in-
vasions up to the Norman con-
quest. They will name and investi-
gate Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, be-
liefs and customs. To develop 
their understanding they will also 
learn about religion as well as everyday life in Anglo-
Saxon Britain. At the end of the unit they will know  sig-
nificant people such as King Athelstan. Year 4 pupils will 
understand historical concepts such as continuity and 
change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference 
and significance, and use them to make connections, 
draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, in-
cluding written narratives and analyses.  
 

October is Black History month and during this per-iod 
we will be looking at a narrative po-
em, ‘The undefeated’, that highlights 
the unspeakable trauma of slavery 
and the perseverance of some of the 
worlds greatest heroes and heroines. 

 

Computing 
During the first half of this term, the children will, be learning 
about  ONLINE SAFETY and how to use the internet and so-
cial media safely. It is very important that you support your 
child and there is a wealth of information for you to read about 
this topic on our school’s website 
www.stjosephs.southwark.sch.uk  
  
Our next topic will be Word Processing. In this unit, children 
will be using MS Word and they will learn about formatting im-
ages and organising content into an effective layout. You 
could help support your child at home by working on their 
basic typing skills and ensuring they know how to save their 
work on a computer.  

 OTHER SUBJECTS 
Art & Design  
Contrast and Complement 
Our art and design topic is linked to 
our history topic. Children will learn 
about colour theory by studying the 
colour wheel and colour mixing. This 
includes an exploration of tertiary 
colours, warm and cool colours, 
complementary colours and analo-
gous colours, and how artists use 
colour in their artwork. Children will 
introduced to watercolour paints by 
showing them a watercolour palette. 
During the unit, they will practice us-
ing  paints and a variety of different 
sized brushes to model the proper-
ties of watercolours, including its 
translucency. 
Children will 
be shown 
how to mix 
colours in a 
palette, and 
on the paper 
itself. They 
will be given 
practical ma-
terials and be encouraged to freely 
explore the properties of the paint in 
their sketchbooks. Also, children will 
be inspired to add annotations to 
describe the paint’s properties and 
describe any colours they make. 
Regularly, children will be invited to 
compare their findings, sharing tips 
and challenges they faced along the 
way.  
       



MORE SUBJECTS 

P.E.& Games 
In the first half term, children will be taking 
swimming lessons at our local leisure cen-
ter. Lessons will be led by the trained staff 
there. Children will learn or improve on their 
swimming skills. This will take place on 
Mondays (St John Paul) and Wednesdays 
(St Lucy). Children may wear their swim-
ming kits under their school uniform or bring 
it ready in their bag. A spare pair of under-
wear and socks may be useful.  
 
In Games, the children will revise and prac-
tice a wider range of football skills with the 
emphasis being on greater control of the 
ball and positioning of feet, as well as 
how to pass and shoot with greater accura-
cy. They will also be learning to play a vari-
ety of net games and improving their  hand 
eye co-ordination while playing racket 
games.    
 
 

R.E. 
In the first half term we will 
study the topic of Creation and 
Covenant and the focus will be 
on Abraham and his descend-
ants.  
 
After the half term break, we will learn about Hin-
duism as part of the school’s World Faith Week. 
Then we will be beginning our next topic which will 
cover Advent and the preparations leading up to 
the Christmas season. 
 
We will also be continuing with collective worship 
and singing assemblies where we will learn 
hymns. 
 
 
 

, Please ensure that your child 
brings  their P.E. kit to school on 
Mondays and they should take 
them home on Friday 
 
Correct PE kit: Trainers or plim-
solls not fashion trainers, must be 
worn at all times. A plain white T-
shirt and navy blue shorts. A plain 
navy blue tracksuit may be worn for 
outdoor games during winter.  

Homework 
 

Homework tasks are given to consolidate your child’s 
learning. It is essential that all children are given 

support with all their homework; this includes learning 
to spell the words on their weekly spelling list. 

 
Tasks may also be set online on platforms such as 
My Maths, TTRockstars or SPAG.com. Your child 

has been issued with a login and password with 
which to access all sites. 

 
Parents are expected to hear their child read  
every evening and sign their reading records 

   
Homework will be given out  on a Thursday or Fri-
day and will be expected to be returned by Mon-
day. We will be most grateful if you could  super-
vise your child whilst they complete their home-

work.  
 

Thank you. 


